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Pastoral Report
Dear Friends,

Advent and Christmas are always my favorite time of the year. The decorations, the
music, and yes the food lift our spirits and remind us that true joy comes through our
faith in the Christ child. But we need to be reminded that it can also be a stressful season,
and even one of sadness for those who are less fortunate, those who have little or no shel-
ter or food security, or even sadder no family or friends to surround them with love. Dur-
ing this most joyful season of the year, let's all make a special effort to bring some sense of
joy to someone who might not otherwise have it. Gifts of money to the various social ser-
vice agencies are always welcome, but it would be even better if you could give something
of yourself, your time to those in need. You won't have to look far. And as a matter of fact,
our Chrismon/Mission tree includes service ornaments for small projects each of us could
easily do. So, please take a moment to find a service project and spread a little of Christ's
love to those in need.

Our sanctuary is beautifully decorated and we have some special services lined up, so
hope to see you every Sunday throughout the month: regular services on the 18th; Christ-
mas Eve at 6:00 in the sanctuary; and Christmas Day at 11:00 in the sanctuary.

God bless each and every one of us,

Paul Powell

Special Called Christmas Bible School
Business Meetmg SCABC will join Central St. Matthew UC
for a Christmas Bible School for K  -6th
grades on December 21 and 22. This all -
day event will be held at Central St Mat-
thew. This is an excellent opportunity for
parents to do some Christmas shopping
while the kids reflect on the true meaning
Black N' Mold GI’OUp of Christmas. Please contact Kris Milstead
for more information (or email me-
The B &no mielg@yahog.com). t
continued to scalp the

The congregation will meet after the ser-
vice on December 18, 2011 for the pur-
pose of electing officers, adopting the budg-
et for 2012, and other matters. t

greenery, this time at Crismon Tree
the Fellowship  Hall
doors, where we also did Our Chrismon/Mission Tree includes
some more modest trim- some ornaments with small mission pro-
ming. We also planted jects that each of us could do. Please take
daisies, snapdragons, a moment to find one with a project you
and chrysanthemums would like to do. You will be blessed. t
around the magnolia in the courtyard. Our
next project will be to re  -finish the outside Budget & Finance

of the sanctuary doors before Christmas,
for a few hours on Saturday 12/17 at
10:00 a,m. If you can lend a hand, please
contact Courtney Wilson. t

Financial Campaign Letters have gone
out. Please take a moment to prayerfully




consider your giving for 2012, and return order to focus, beginning now and con-

your pledge card by mail or place it in the tinuing for the next year, on increasing
offering plate on Sunday. t our congregation with both additional
members and frequent visitors. Meetings

Trustees News always begin at 9:00 a.m. in the Fellow-

ship Hall and last around one hour. They
are always open for participation and
discussion. Your voice  will be heard
(and we can always put you to work).
{Voting is limited by the by -laws to the
members.} To find out when the next
meeting will be held, see Courtney Wilson
(cwilson@courtlaw.net), or any of the oth-
er members. We will be setting goals (and
monitoring our results) for increasing our
worship service attendance, membership,

) and frequent visitors, and determining
Outreach Committee ways to do these things. All help will be

welcome.

The Trustees have granted St. Stephen
Anglican Church permission to use the
chapel on a trial basis, beginning the se-
cond Sunday in January, pending approval
of the church. They will be meeting during
our time of worship. Details will be worked
out through the Trustees at the end of a 4 -
week trial period. f Richard Moore, Presi-
dent of the Trustees t

The Outreach Committee meets at least
once a month (usually the 4 t Sunday) and Thanks & Courtney Wilson, Chair t
is considering meeting twice a month in

THIS IS MY CHURCH

By Marjorie Keeny Ball

| grew up in the St. Charles Ave. Baptist Church and have so many fond memories
from childhood days. | remember that | always loved working with small children. From
the age of 7 to 15, | wanted to miss church and stay in the nursery room and "help" or
play with the small children. My parents let me do that. My love for children led me even-
tually to take Education in college and | ended up teaching small children at Isidore New-
man School for 30 years.

But back to SCABC. A certain event that happened when | was around 13 years old,
stands out in my memory. Thank goodness my parents did not know of this. About 5 of us
decided on a Sunday that we would skip church and go exploring in the building. We went
up to the bell tower and found a door that opened onto the attic above the auditorium. We
decided to go in and walk across the ceiling during a service. There was no floor, only foot
wide boards that crossed the area. It was very dangerous and luckily we did not have an
accident. If they heard us below, they must have thought it was angels, or rats.

| have wonderful memories of my high school years, attending the B.Y. P.U. group that
met every Sunday night before church. We met in the room on the balcony floor at the
back of the main auditorium. We had a group of about 20 -25 and we learned speaking
skills by giving a part on the program for the evening. This group was the center of my life.
We all stayed in the church through our teen years and met every Sunday night after
church in a room in the house (at that time) next door. This group grew to about 50. We
sang all kinds of songs, such as, "Someone's in the Kitchen with Diana" and ended the
evening with favorite hymns. Many of us met our future mates there and were married in
the church. These couples are the ones | have kept in touch with and have been friends
with to this day. t




Cafe St. Charles

| am happy to report that Café St. Charles is taking shape. Please visit the Fellowship
Hall and see the artworks created by your fellow church members. | want to thank the
artists who have contributed to the o0Church Hami
Elsie Rubin: acrylic on canvas
Pat Ragland, banner: fabric art
Dr. Glynn Mathis: oil on canvas,

Dr. Peggy Argo Mathis: petit point,

Dr. Paul Powell: counted cross  -stitch,

April Williamson Siler: acrylic on canvas,

Rebecca Jordan: acrylic on canvas,

Susan Cotton, Ken & Kris Milstead: acrylic on birch plywood

Carla Pendergrass: banners, fabric art,

Sarah Cotton and the students from Highland Park Baptist Church, Austin, Texas: mu-
ral, acrylic and latex paint on plywood.

| also wish to thank Bob Marye for his invaluable help in installing the artworks.

We are looking for more church family art to grace Café St. Charles, so if you have an
original artwork that you can share with us, please let me know or contact the church of-
fice.

The next Painting and Pizza Party is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, January 14,

2012, from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 pm.

Let me also thank all the people who came to the Chrismon Ornament Workshop on
November 12. There were almost 200 ornaments made by the twenty -five volunteers, and
the Chrismon tree in the sanctuary looks beautiful. Thank You, everyone.

Yours in Christ,
Clay Cotton
Womends Retreat

Cool Weather i War m Hear t s: The 2012 Womends Rédrea

Solomon Retreat Center. More information is coming soon. t

Christmas Dinner Potluck

Join us for a potluck dinner in the Fellowship Hall after the Christmas Day service. We
will provide the turkey A you bring a dish of your choice. If you would like to join us,
please contact us by Noon on December 22 with the number of people attending and what
you will be bringing. For more information, or to R.S.V.P., contact Carla Pendergrass at
carla_pendergrass@hotmail.com or 504 -710-8583.t
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Chrismon Ornament
Workshop
November 12, 2011




